Email to AEIs/employers
Dear X,
On 30 April, we launched a 12-week public consultation (closing 23 July) on proposed changes to our education standards, with a focus on practice learning.
More than 3,000 people have completed the survey, including students, professionals, educators, stakeholders and members of the public.
Why we’re contacting you
We’re asking for your help on two areas:
1. We want to hear from nursing and midwifery educators in academic and practice settings, approved education institutions, practice learning partners, and employers to understand their views on the consultation proposals.
2. We want to hear from more nursing and midwifery educators, approved education institutions, practice learning partners, and employers in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to ensure that the response to the consultation is as representative of our Register as possible.
Share your views as nursing and midwifery educators and practice learning partners
We’re keen to hear from people working in nursing and midwifery education, and practice learning partners, about their views on the proposals in our practice learning consultation. We've commissioned an independent research company, Thinks Insight and Strategy, to undertake a series of focus groups with these audiences and would like to invite you to take part.
If you would like to take part, please complete this short form by Tuesday 30 June 2026 so that Thinks Insight and Strategy can contact you directly to organise an online focus group or telephone interview.
Participating in the research is entirely voluntary. We won’t even know if you’re taking part in the study.
We want to hear from more people across the devolved nations
Our proposals could shape the future of nursing and midwifery practice learning across all four nations of the UK, so it’s important that we hear from people with a wide range of experiences and perspectives.
We know that practice learning experiences can vary depending on where people live, work and study, as well as their professional and personal backgrounds.
Hearing from more people who are from Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, will help us to make sure that any potential changes are inclusive, representative and shaped by the people they impact.
If you haven’t completed the survey already, more information about how to do so is available on our website. 
What are we consulting on?
We are proposing changes to our education standards, with a focus on practice learning – the proposals are based on engagement with our partners and stakeholders about what they want to see in the updated education and training standards.
It follows research and engagement throughout 2024 and 2025 with students, professionals, approved education institutions (AEIs), practice learning partners (PLP), the public and stakeholders.
This research found that while many students benefit from positive placements, the quality of practice learning experiences can vary.
The proposed changes are influenced by issues emerging in the practice learning landscape, such as the mixed experience of nursing students on practice learning placements and the concerns raised by some student midwives about gaining the confidence and competency they need for practice when they join the Register.
And they include the thought-provoking proposals – based on feedback from our stakeholders – to reduce the number of learning hours in nursing programmes, and to extend the length of midwifery programmes.
Other areas for consultation include:
· Strengthening anti-racism, bias awareness and cultural curiosity, safety and respect in nursing and midwifery education and training
· If pre-registration nursing programme hours are reduced, requiring pre-registration nursing associate programmes to be a minimum of 2,300 hours – not 50% of the nursing programme hours as set out in the current standard, and
· Ensuring that all nursing students have at least one community practice learning experience in health and social care. 
More information about the consultation is available on our website.
Please continue to share the consultation with your peers and networks
Thank you for your help so far in sharing the consultation with your peers and networks.
If you have any questions about the consultation, please do get in touch at consultations@nmc-uk.org. 
Please sign up to our community of interest if you would like to receive further information about the review’s progress and hear of any opportunities to get involved. Encourage your peers, students and staff to sign up too.
You can also:
· Share the link to our consultation hub page
· Share the link to our practice learning review hub page
· Reshare our social media posts
· Share our news stories and blogs with your peers and networks. 


